
Town of Atkinson, NH
Building Department

21 Academy Avenue, Atkinson, New Hampshire 

(603) 362-5761

Swimming Pool Regula ons

A building and electrical permit shall be obtained before installa on of an in-ground and/or 

above-ground pool of 24 or more inches deep.

Applica on for permit shall be accompanied by a sketch showing loca on of the proposed pool 

on the house lot in reference to the lot lines, buildings, sep c tank, absorp on field and well.

Side-yard and rear-yard setback requirement is 15 feet and must be figured from the lot line to 

the pool apron. Also, any wetlands or buffer area must be noted on the sketch.

Distance requirements of the pool to absorp on field – per NH Code of Administra ve Rules, 

Sec on Env-Wq 1008.04, Table 1008-2b: In-ground swimming pools shall not be located 

within 35 feet downslope of an effluent disposal area (EDA) and in no case closer than 10 

feet.

There are no distance requirements for above-ground pools to tank or absorp on field.

If distance to the lot lines is uncer fied and is ques onable by 5 feet +/-, the Building Inspector 

shall require a cer fica on plan. Pools shall not be less than 15 feet from the lot line.

Electrical Wiring Requirements

An electrical permit shall be obtained for the installa on of all in-ground, above-ground or 

portable pools with pumps. Upon the installa on of said pools, any wiring in the vicinity of the 

pools must be upgraded to comply with the Na onal Electrical Code 2020 (NFPA Volume 70). 

Rough and Final electrical inspec ons are required.

Use of pool is prohibited prior to final electrical inspec on and issuance of a “use and 

occupancy permit” by the Building Inspector.



Town of Atkinson, NH

Swimming Pool Regula ons 

In the interest of public safety, all swimming pools are required to have a barrier (fence) that 

meets the required minimum standards set forth by the State of New Hampshire (Sec on 

AG105) and the 2015 Interna onal Building Code.

 New installa on In-Ground Pools - Building Code 2015, Sec on 3109.4 – Residen al

swimming pools shall be completely enclosed by a barrier. The top of the barrier shall

not be less than 48” above grade.

 Exis ng In-Ground Pools – Must at minimum maintain a fence that met the

requirements at the me of the pool installa on. Replacement fences are required to

meet current building code requirements.

 Above Ground Pools – that are more the 4 feet from grade to top of the pool (all

around) DO NOT need a fence, only a retractable ladder. A deck requires a gate with

latch.

 Gates – All gates shall be self-closing and self-latching with latches placed at least 3

inches below the top of the gate, and the gate barrier shall have no opening greater

than 0.5 inches within 18 inches of the release mechanism.

 Doors - All doors with direct access to the pool shall be equipped with an alarm which

produces an audible warning when the door and its screen, if present, are open. (IBC

sec on 3109.4.1.8)

The Building Inspector and/or Code Enforcement Officer for the Town of Atkinson shall enforce

the provisions of this ordinance.
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21 Academy Avenue, Atkinson, New Hampshire 

(603) 362-5761

Swimming Pool Regula ons

I/We understand the a ached Pool Regula ons as outlined to me by the Building Officials of 

the Town of Atkinson and I/We will allow the Building and Electrical Inspectors forty-eight (48) 

hour no ce for inspec ons. I/We further agree to no fy the Inspectors upon comple on of the 

job for a final inspec on and “Use and Occupancy Permit”. The pool may not be used un l the 

“Use and Occupancy Permit” is issued by the building inspector.

Applicant/Owner ______________________________________    Date: ______________

Address _____________________________________________

Map/Lot _____________________________________________

This signed statement along with a completed electrical permit must be returned prior to 

issuance of the pool permit.
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SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION 

3, Other means of protection, such as self-closing 
doors with self-latching devices, which are 
approved, shall be accepted so long as the degree 
of protection afforded is not less than the protec
tion afforded by Item l or 2 above. 

3109.4.1.9 Pool structure as barrier. Where an 
above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or 
where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool struc
ture, and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then 
the ladder or steps either shall be capable of being 
secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the 
ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier that 
meets the requirements of Sections 3109.4.1.1 through 
3109.4.1.8. Where the ladder or steps are secured, 
locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow 
the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

3109.4.2 Indoor swimming pools. Walls surrounding 
indoor swimming pools shall not be required to comply 
with Section 3109.4.1.8. 

3109.4.3 Prohibited locations. Baaiers shall be located 
so as to prohibit permanent structures, equipment or sitni
lar objects from being used to climb the barriers. 

3109.5 Entrapment avoidance. Suction outlets shall be 
designed and installed in accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 

SECTION 3110 

AUTOMATIC VEHICULAR GATES 

3110.1 General. Automatic vehicular gates shall comply 
with the requirements of Sections 3110.2 through 3110.4 and 
other applicable sections of this code. 

3110.2 Definition. The following term is defined in Chapter 2: 

VEIDCULAR GATE. 

3110.3 Vehicular gates intended for automation. Vehicular 
gates intended for automation shall be designed, constructed 
and installed to comply with the requirements of ASTM F 
2200. 

3110.4 Vehicular gate openers. Vehicular gate openers, 
where provided, shall be listed in accordance with UL 325. 

SECTION 3111 

PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS AND MODULES 

I 3111.1 General. Photovoltaic panels and modules shall com
ply with the requirements of this code and the International 
Fire Code. 

I
3111.1.1 Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic panels and 

modules. Photovoltaic panels and modules installed on a 

roof or as an integral part of a roof assembly shall 

comply with the requirements of Chapter 15 and the 

International 

Fire Code. 


